POMPADOUR FLUTTERS A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
tary offices. The streets were full of angry murmurs in which
Pompadour was called 'the King's slut3. In all the troubled
times that followed, during which she was accused of depriv-
ing the King of the counter-balance of Parliament and of turn-
ing the monarchy into despotic power, Voltaire came to her
assistance by ridiculing the clerical party with a peppering of
epigrams and pamphlets.

The most striking instance of Pompadour's interference in
politics at that time occurs on January 26th of the following
year, 1757, in her famous talk with the president de Meinieres.
She wanted to force him to influence Parliament to greater
submissiveness and she hoped to do this, both by persuasion,
and by dangling before him the hope of securing a much
coveted promotion for his son. She summoned him to Ver-
sailles for six o'clock in the evening. The whole conversation
as reported by the president himself is too long to quote. She
completely dazzled him by her eloquence, her wonderful
knowledge of parliamentary history and the clarity with
which she recalled dates and facts. One moment she made her
voice sound caressing and insinuating, the next it was proud
and dictatorial. Describing her skill as a talker, someone has
said: 'Suddenly she covers the argument of her adversary
with the inspired reply of a great orator/ Always finding the
right words, in tones of irony, in exclamations and interpola-
tions, she tried to show the astonished president that the King
must be separated from his ministers and that a personal rather
than a representative will must be attributed to him. The
whole scene as described by the president is drawn from life.
Here is a part of it:

'Alone, standing up near the fire, she looked at me with an
air of hauteur which will remain imprinted on my memory
all my life; holding her head up straight without bowing, she
looked me up and down in the most imposing fashion in the
world!'
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